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For Immediate Release 

 

Thornton Tomasetti Principal Chukwuma Ekwueme  
Presented with The Masonry Society’s 2017 Haller Award  

 
(Los Angeles, California –  January 23, 2018) – Thornton Tomasetti, the international engineering 
firm, announces that Principal Chukwuma Ekwueme, Ph.D., P.E., S.E., LEED AP of the Los Angeles 
office, has been presented with The Masonry Society’s (TMS) 2017 Paul Haller Structural Design 
Award. Ekwueme was selected by the organization’s Design Practices Committee for his 
outstanding contributions to structural masonry design and education. He accepted the award during 
a ceremony at the society’s annual meeting in La Jolla, California. 
 
The Masonry Society is a nonprofit, membership-driven 
organization dedicated to the advancement of scientific, 
engineering, architectural and construction knowledge of masonry. 
The Haller Award is named after Professor Paul Haller of the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich, who helped revolutionize 
the design of structural masonry. The award is given to an individual 
engineer or engineering firm that has enhanced the knowledge of 
masonry in practice and recognizes the beauty, elegance and 
economy of structural masonry projects. 
 
With more than 25 years of professional experience, Ekwueme has 
extensive experience in structural design and is a recognized expert 
in earthquake engineering. His wide-ranging project portfolio 
includes the new air traffic control tower at McCarran International 
Airport in Las Vegas, the One Santa Fe mixed-use development in 
Los Angeles and providing failure analysis and expert-witness 
support for various projects, including the World Trade Center 
collapse in New York City. 
 
Ekwueme is an active contributor to the TMS 402/602 Building Code Requirements and 
Specification for Masonry Structures, to which he applies his structural design experience to make 
the standard both more practical and accurate. He has also authored several masonry books and 
guides. 
 
Ekwueme has received various professional awards for his excellence in the field. In 2009 and 2014, 
two of his projects in California were presented with the Preservation Award by the Los Angeles 
Conservancy. Likewise, Ekwueme’s projects have been recognized by the Structural Engineers 
Association of California in 2005, 2007 and 2008 for Excellence in Structural Engineering. He was 
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also part of a team that was awarded the 2004 Grand Conceptor Award by the American Council of 
Engineering Companies for the World Trade Center Forensic Study. 
 
Ekwueme holds a doctoral degree in structural engineering, an engineer’s degree, and a master’s 
degree in earthquake and structural engineering, all from the University of California, Los Angeles as 
well as a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the University of Nigeria.  
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About Thornton Tomasetti  
 
Thornton Tomasetti is a leader in engineering design, investigation and analysis serving clients 
worldwide on projects of all sizes and complexity. Through its 10 complementary practices, Thornton 
Tomasetti addresses the full life cycle of a structure. We have supported clients working in more 
than 50 countries, with projects that include the tallest buildings and longest spans to the restoration 
of prized historic properties. Thornton Tomasetti comprises more than 1,200 engineering, 
architecture, sustainability and support professionals who collaborate from offices across North 
America, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Latin America and the Middle East. 
 
Follow Us On 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ThorntonTomasetti 
Twitter:      https://twitter.com/ttinc 
YouTube:  http://www.youtube.com/user/ThorntonTomasetti 
LinkedIn:   http://www.linkedin.com/company/22520 
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