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For Immediate Release 

 

Thornton Tomasetti Acquires Becker Structural Engineers 
 
(New York, N.Y. – April 1, 2019) – Thornton Tomasetti, the international engineering firm, has 
acquired Becker Structural Engineers, Inc., a Portland, Maine-based firm with specializations in 
mass timber, parking structures and highway bridge projects. The deal will expand Thornton 
Tomasetti’s ability to serve clients in New England. Terms of the transaction, which closed at the end 
of March, were not disclosed.  
 
Becker will work closely with the firm’s Portland, Maine and Boston offices. Company Founder and 
President Paul Becker, P.E., SECB, and Vice President Todd Neal, P.E., SECB, will become senior 
principal and principal at Thornton Tomasetti, respectively. Becker’s 27 employees will remain in its 
existing office at 75 York St. 
 
For nearly 25 years, Becker Structural Engineers has offered a range of new design and 
rehabilitation services for commercial, cultural and residential buildings, parking structures and 
highway bridges. Its capabilities include historic restoration, seismic upgrades, structural 
strengthening and construction support services, such as structural evaluations, condition 
assessments and special inspections. The firm works across most sectors, with a strong presence in 
education and healthcare.  
 
The acquisition will complement Thornton Tomasetti’s current offerings, including increased 
expertise in mass timber projects. Becker has completed a number of mass timber projects, while 
Thornton Tomasetti is currently providing structural engineering services to what could be the tallest 
mass-timber tower in the Western Hemisphere, the 16-story Ascent in Milwaukee, Wis., and was on 
the team behind the concept of an 80-story timber skyscraper in Chicago., Ill.  
 
Paul Becker is an advocate for the expansion of the heavy timber industry in Maine. His expertise in 
the field, along with that of Thornton Tomasetti’s Sustainability team, will give the firm a strong 
foothold in Portland, which will join the firm’s other mass timber centers of excellence in Toronto, 
Seattle and Chicago. 
 
The Becker team and Thornton Tomasetti’s Portland office already have a long history of working 
together. They have paired up on such projects as the 30,000-square-foot, LEED Platinum Roux 
Center for the Environment at Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine, a 23,000-square-foot addition 
to the Waynflete School Campus in Portland that is seeking Passive House certification, and the 
100,000-square-foot University of Maine Engineering Education and Design Center in Orono, which 
is targeting LEED Silver certification. 
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Becker’s parking practice is responsible for such projects as the $27-million, 1,000-space addition to 
the Portland International Jetport Parking Garage and the 2,400-car, eight-story garage for the 
Maine Medical Center, which is currently under construction in Portland. The firm’s bridge group 
often works with the Maine Department of Transportation. Projects include the deck replacement for 
the Memorial Bridge in Guilford and the replacement of the Webster Avenue Bridge in Bangor. 
Becker also offers niche design services for architecturally complex, high-end residences. 
 

Executive Quotes  

Thomas Z. Scarangello, chairman and CEO, Thornton Tomasetti 

“As Thornton Tomasetti strengthens its corporate vitality, we will continue to seek new opportunities 
for creating long-term value. The addition of Becker Structural Engineers will allow us to offer new 
resources to our clients, including further innovation in mass timber construction and a broader 
platform in the transportation sector and beyond. The pairing of our two companies is a good fit from 
both a business and cultural perspective.”  
 
Paul B. Becker, P.E., president, Becker Structural Engineers  
 
“Our firm has always been known as a local leader and the go-to firm for innovative solutions to 
challenging projects. Teaming up with Thornton Tomasetti provides many opportunities for an 
expanded menu of services to better serve our clients. Joining a firm that is of like mind, one that is 
driven by engineering excellence and client service, was appealing to me. This is an exciting time for 
both firms, our staff and clients.”  
 
Supporting Materials  
Thornton Tomasetti: 
http://www.thorntontomasetti.com 
 
Becker Structural Engineers, Inc.  
http://beckerstructural.com/  
 
Structural Engineering Practice 
https://www.thorntontomasetti.com/services/structural_engineering/  
 
Portland, York Street office 
https://www.thorntontomasetti.com/office/portland_york_street/  
 
About Thornton Tomasetti 
 
Thornton Tomasetti optimizes the design and performance of structures, materials and systems for 
projects of every size and level of complexity. An employee-owned organization of engineers, 
scientists, architects and other professionals collaborating from offices worldwide, we support clients 
by drawing on the diverse expertise of our integrated practices. We are committed to be a 
sustainable and enduring organization and the global driver of innovation in our industry. 
 
Follow Us On 
LinkedIn:   http://www.linkedin.com/company/22520 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ThorntonTomasetti 
Twitter:      https://twitter.com/ttinc 
YouTube:  http://www.youtube.com/user/ThorntonTomasetti 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/thorntontomasetti/ 
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Photo Caption 
Members of the Thornton Tomasetti and Becker Structural Engineers executive teams. From left, Michael 
Pulaski, Thornton Tomasetti, Portland; Todd Neal, Becker Structural Engineers, Portland; Tom 
Scarangello, Thornton Tomasetti, New York; Paul Becker, Becker Structural Engineers, Portland; Tod 
Rittenhouse, Thornton Tomasetti, New York; Brent Vollenweider, Thornton Tomasetti, Boston; Vamshi 
Gooje, Thornton Tomasetti, Portland. Photo by Winky Lewis 

 


